MUMMIFICATION
The mummification process began with a ceremony conducted by four priests with one of the priests dressed as the jackal-headed god, Anubis. The inner organs were removed first as these were the first to decay in the hot climate of Egypt. A special hook was used to remove the brain by working through the nose.
The organs that were taken from the body were placed in special jars called canopic jars. Natron, a special type of salt, was added to the jars for preservation of the organs.
The heart was the most important organ.

The liver, stomach and intestine were removed by making an incision on the left side of the body. Sometimes the heart was left in the body; sometimes it was removed and replaced by a large carved stone called a scarab.  Linen cloth and natron were used as packing to fill the spaces left when the organs were removed.

The body was then ready to be covered with natron and placed on a tilted slab. The natron dried the body of its fluids which drained onto the tilted slab. The body was allowed to dry for at least forty days.

The old packing was now removed and replaced. The incision was sewed up and the body was rubbed with oils and resins. The nostrils were stuffed with wax. Pads were placed under the eyes and cheeks and makeup applied. The first strips of cloth were wound around the body.

Jewelry was used to decorate the body and good-luck charms were tucked into the twenty or so layers of linen strips which were wound around it. Resins were sometimes used to hold the layers together.





Tut → 143 pieces of jewelry
“The Opening of the Mouth” Ceremony
The face of the mummy was now ready to be covered with a mask on which the dead person’s face was painted. This mask was considered to be very important as it allowed the ba and the ka (spirit/soul) to easily recognize the mummy
Finally the mummy was placed in a coffin or sometimes a series of coffins one inside the other. It was now ready for the great procession to its final resting place. The whole process of mummification took about seventy days.
